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T H E I 0 1V A H 0 JJI E M A J( E R 
Division of Home Economics 
BY MARCIA E. TURNER 
ONCE a little basement room where a single 
teacher with a Yision of prophecy taught a 
small group of girls to cook and 
serve, and now a great white 
building, where J ,400 girls in 
home economics classes are 
learning how best to live hap-
pily and usefully as homemak-
ers or as professional women! 
What a great contrast! 
In the fifty odd years since 
home economics was established 
at Iowa State College, that de-
partment has developed consist-
ently with the unfolding concep-
tion of education for home mak-
ing, and always the women of 
its faculty have been of that 
group of· prophetic leaders in 
home economics who h a v e 
watched for the daybreak and 
have marched ahead with each 
new dawning. 
One of the fh·e great divi-
sions of the College, the Divi-
sion of Home Economics now 
constitutes eight departments: 
~carch . A member of the staff serves also as dieti-
tian for the College Hospital, and this joint affili-
ation makes possible some good 
work in dietetic studies. The 
special research la bora torics, 
with their excellent facilities for 
work, arc affording impetus to a 
numbct· of nutrition problems 
now under way. 
The Household Administra-
tion Department only a few 
years ago consisted of a single 
course and one home manage-
ment house, administered by the 
Foods and Nutrition Depart-
ment. Now there is a faculty of 
12 members with Dc:m Anna E. 
Richardson at the head, and sev-
eral sub departments. One of 
these sub departments, Child 
Care and Training, directed by 
l\Irs . Lulu R. Lancaster, has its 
own building, a modern nursery 
school, with an enrollment of 35 
pre-school children. The child 
care program is planned to ful-
fill several purposes-one of pre-
parental training for home eco-
nomics students; another to as-
sist parents in the rearing of 
their children, and third, to 
help children toward their right-
ful heritage of normal develop-
ment. 
Applied Art, Foods and Nutri-
tion, Home Economics Voca-
tional Education, Household 
Administration, Institutional 
Administration, Physical Edu-
cation, Textiles and Clothing 
and Homemakers Unit Courses. 
Within the past three or four 
years expansion within the de-
partments has been unprece-
dented, thru closer alignment 
with national programs, inten-
sive development in the various 
Another u:nit within the 
Household Administration De-
partment is that of household 
equipment, the controlling pur-
A Do01·way in ll!acKay Auditorium pose of which is to simplify 
fields, old and new, and growth of facilities for 
advanced study and research. The faculty has 
grown to number 65 persons. 
The Applied Art Department, which offered in 
1901 its first course in interior house design with 
cnc class and one room, now has ten art laboratories 
in the new building in which are taught the vari-
ous design courses, hand crafts and art apprecia-
t:on. Miss Joanna M. Hansen is head of the de-
partment wh·:ch numbers t en other staff mem-
bers. 
Foods and Nutrition, one of the older established 
departments, has grown until it occupies most of 
the space in the original building, which has been 
incorporated as the west wing of the new structure. 
In this space are unit kitchens for meal planning 
and special laboratories for marketing, dietetics, 
experimental cookery and special research. There 
arc 12 members of the department, with Dr. Mabel 
Nelson as acting head as well as director of rc-
routine processes of the home 
thru the use of labor saving equipment. In the 
new laboratories on the ground floor of the east 
wing are collections of some of the best modern 
household equipment to be found on the market. 
Some significant problems under the direction of 
Miss Eloise Davison arc under way both in the re-
search laboratory and in Iowa farm homes where 
electrical household devices are under test. 
The home management courses, which have their 
culmination in a six weeks residence period in a 
home management house, are in charge of Miss 
Ruth Lindquist. 'l'hcre arc now three home man-
agement houses on the campus, each bearing a 
name allied with the development of home econom-
ics, Mary B. \V elch, E !len H. Richards and Isabel 
Bevier. In each of these houses a child under two 
years is a much loved member of the family. 
'rhc Home Economics Vocational Education De-
partment has a staff of tea members, with Miss Cora 
(Continued on page twelve) 
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'Twas Team Work That Did It 
N OT a few, but many persons shared in the devel· opment of new Home Economics Hall. It took 
on its final form slowly, and not until many dif-
ferent suggestions had been considered and used in 
whole or in part in tho making of the plans. 
Of course, the architects 
of the State Board of Edu-
the p:·obable increase in enrollment for a per:od of 15 
to 25 years. Then she figured the cubage required to 
meat both the present and the future needs of the di-
VJs;on. With this data in hand she made the first 
tentative plan for the proposed new building and by 
working thru the night had 
it ready on time. 
cation, Proudfoot, Rawson 
and Souers, carried the 
chief burden oi designinG. lt 
rested with them to take 
the miscellaneous approved 
suggestions of the Home 
Economics Division and 
work them into a structure 
which could be built to meet 
the limitations of finance,_ 
location, building materials 
and the like. It was an es-
pec:ally unique part of their 
task to utilize the old brick 
Home· Economics Building 
as it stood and make it a 
part of the new without im-
pairing the beauty or effi-
ciency of the complete struc-
ture. That was a stroke of 
economy which meant large 
sav;n gs to the state. 
A STRAIGHT ROAD FROM PAST TO 
PRESENT 
From that day on Miss 
Hansen had a vital part in 
tho development of the build-
ing as a th:ng of beauty as 
well as of use. Plans for 
I h e interior decoration of the 
build:nG were prepared by 
h er , down to the working 
out of samples of color for 
woodwork and walls in ev· 
ery room. She chose the de-
sign for the stone carving 
of the fireplace in the audi-
torium, tho tiles in the tea 
room, t he interior design 
laboratory and exhibit room 
en the th;rd floor, and indi-
cated their arrangement. 
She also worked out w:th 
Dean Richardson and heads 
or the departments the 
scheme for the general 
o1u:pment of the building. 
By HERMAN I<;NAPP 
Acting President 
I OWA State College had the temerity to open its doors to women from the very start, quite con-
trary to the practice in the eastern colleges and 
in many of the western college;. Early in Jan-
uary, 1868, it was proposed by the Commi ttee on 
Organization of the State Board of Trustees to ad-
mit women to the college on the same basis as the 
men. This proposal was adopted by the Board by 
a vote of nine to three. Since that time the road 
has run straight and uninterrupted. 
I have known personally every home economics 
teacher of the past administrations, from Mrs. 
Welch to Dean Richardson, and therefore can tes-
tify to what splendid types of women they have 
been. Every one did her share. to bring the Di-
vision up to its present high s'tandard. The per-
sonnel today Is the outcome of a gradual gathering 
here of interested, wide-awake women who are 
ambitious to develop and maintain the finest school 
of home economiC!l in the country. 
But back of what the ar-
chitects did is an interest-
ing story of what was done 
within the division. 
On April 25, 1923, Presi-
dent R. A. Pearson called 
the office of Doan Richard-
son and asked that a tenta-
A careful review of the work that our home 
economics graduates are doing brings out the fact 
that they are succeeding in many ways and many 
fields. These women had ability to begin with, of 
course, but we take unto ourselves credit for a 
training and cul:ure which we believe have bene-
fited all of our graduates, as well as thousands of 
young peop!e whose finances permitted them to be 
with us only a year or two. In thi.s new building 
we bespeak a continuation of a great educational 
work which builds for strength and leadership. 
Endless in number, it 
seemed, were the confer-
ences called by D~an Rich-
ardson, to consider in de-
tail every step of develop-
mont, and department heads 
Uve plan for a new building 
be prepared, and that it be in his office before 10 o'clock 
the next morning. Suddenly the long talked of project 
had come to a stage of action and the architects were 
to meot with the president to secure the necessary pre-
liminary data for developing plans. He must have that 
information immediately. 
That was a "large order." With an emergency app:Jal 
it was sent to the desk of Miss Joanna M. Hansen, 
head of the Department of Applied Arts, and she buried 
herself in the task at once. She gathered together in-
formation about the size of the many scattered rooms 
used for laboratories in home economics and estimated 
and the:r associates gave 
much t'me to them. But 
they came to an end finally and the plans result'ng 
were prepared for bidding and the contracts let. After 
that a new group of workers took up the project-the 
contractors and their sk:lled workmen. How well they 
organized and carried out their work is testified to by 
the fact that no large structure on the campus ever 
went up more rapidly ; rr.ost cf the time it was much 
ahead of schedule. 
The building of the new Hall, exemplifies the thought 
of a famous Kipling poem, that to br:ng to perfection 
any great enterprise it takes "the everlas ~in' team work 
of every bloomin' soul." 
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B. Miller as the head. Last year 128 senior students 
did their teaching in the Ames public schools and four 
nearby consolidated schools. ln Home Economics Hall 
there is a laboratory fitted with unit arrangemen ts of 
different typEs of public school equipment, where it is 
planned to bring public school classes for demonstra-
tion teaching. 
The Institutional Administration Department, with 
Mrs. L:nda Spence Brown as head and with one assist-
ant, occupies commodious quarters in the central por-
tion ground floor of the building. The excellen t equip-
ment and increased facilities make possible the best 
of training for institutional management. 
The Phys!cal Education Department is the only ono 
not represented in Home Economics Hall. Fourteen 
hundred girls each week come thru the gymnasiums in 
Margaret Hall or Old Agricultural Hall, or on to the play 
fields near the women's residence h alls. Miss Winifred 
Tilden, head of the department, has a faculty of six 
members and the courses offered include general and 
individual gymnastics, interpretive and folk dancing, 
swimming, campfire, first a id posture training, methods 
of teaching, r ecreation courses, and a program of sports. 
The Department of Textiles and Clothing has ad-
vanced far beyond those days when its students wou!d 
be expected only to "sit on a pillow and sew a fine-
scam." It seeks to teach home economics students to 
we:gh and judge clothing values in money, in time, i:1 
hea lth and in beauty and appropriateness. The second 
tlcor of the building is given over larg-ely to its labora-
tories. Miss Frances Sims is head of the departmen t 
and there are n:ne members of the staff. 
The Homemakers Department is an outgrowth of the 
original two-year horne economics course and prov:cles 
especially for the needs or homemakers who w:sh 1o 
supplement their practical experience wilh furth er tra;n-
ing and a lso of young women with no previous trainin~ 
in home economics who are not in terested in ta.k:ng a 
four year college course. Miss Georgia Belle Elwell is 
bead of the department and there are two other mem-
bers of the staff. 
The eight departments in the D:vision of Home Eco-
nomics are all closely bound by a common purpose-
a curriculum for education in Home Economics which 
sh all prepare young women to live healthfully and 
wisely and happily. 
